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Irish

Cúrsaí Gaeilge do Mhic Léinn ón Iasacht
Irish Language Courses for Visiting Students

(10 week courses)

Course Descriptions 
2011/12 
Contact: Peigí Ní Oibicín (for contact details, see Appendix 1)
Entry requirements: No previous knowledge of Irish is required for the Beginners’ classes.

Schedule of Courses – Semester 1

Registration instructions: Registration on 7 September 2011 in Áras na Gaeilge
GDT101.2 : One class per week (two hours per class) for ten weeks

GDT102.2 & GDT103.2 : Two classes per week (two hours per class) for ten weeks
26 September    

Teaching Begins




11 - 13 November

Immersion weekend in the Gaeltacht area of An Cheathrú Rua
2 December
     

End of Term

9 December


End of Semester Examinations
Schedule of Courses – Semester 2

	Code
	Module
	Semester
	ECTS

	GDT101.2  
	Irish for Beginners
	2
	5 

	GDT102.2
	Irish for Beginners: Conversation & Listening Skills 
	2
	5 

	GDT103.2
	Irish for Beginners II: Reading & Writing 
	2
	5 


Registration instructions: Registration date to be confirmed

GDT101.2 : One class per week (two hours per class) for ten weeks

GDT102.2 & GDT103.2 : Two classes per week (two hours per class) for ten weeks
9 January    


Teaching Begins




17 - 19 February

Immersion weekend in the Gaeltacht area of An Cheathrú Rua 
16 March
     

End of Term

23 March


End of Semester Exam & Oral Exam
Course Descriptions
GDT101.2 Irish for Beginners 

Irish for Beginners: All Skills
Lecturers: Highly qualified language teachers in Acadamh na hOllscolaíochta Gaeilge.
Course Description: This intensive course is specifically aimed at students with little or no previous knowledge of Irish.  Learners will focus on conversation and listening skills as part of the Irish language learning process and they will be encouraged to use these skills, not only in the classroom but also independently outside the formal classroom setting.  At the end of the course, students will be able to introduce themselves in Irish, conduct a basic conversation, discuss their hobbies and interests, their course of study, their native area, their family and friends, the weather and what they did at the weekend.  They will also be able to understand native Irish speakers who conduct conversations based on these topics as well as use the various different resources available to language learners at this level of learning.  Learners will also be encouraged to be aware of the different strategies they use while learning the Irish language and the learning difficulties, if any, they might have throughout the process.

Prerequisites: none 

Approach to learning and teaching: The course is extremely interactive with learners engaging in group work and oral tasks in every class.  Students are encouraged to listen to the cd which is part of the course pack as often as possible to improve listening skills and to acquire a more accurate pronunciation. All content complies with the requirements of level A2 of the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages.  An immersion weekend is also organised for the learners in which they will stay with a host family and attend informal oral Irish classes in the Gaeltacht area of An Cheathrú Rua. 

Languages of instruction: Irish and English 

Assessment and examination: Continuous Assessment 10%, End-of-semester exams: Listening and spoken skills 65%, Written Skills 25%.
Core texts: Course Handbook (Cúrsa Gaeilge do Mhic Léinn ón Iasacht / Irish Language Course for Visiting Students) & cds.
GDT102.2 Irish for Beginners: Conversation & Listening Skills
Lecturers: Highly qualified language teachers in Acadamh na hOllscolaíochta Gaeilge.
Course Description: This intensive course is specifically aimed at students with little or no previous knowledge of Irish.  Learners will focus on conversation and listening skills as part of the Irish language learning process and they will be encouraged to use these skills, not only in the classroom but also independently outside the formal classroom setting.  At the end of the course, students will be able to introduce themselves in Irish, conduct a basic conversation, discuss their hobbies and interests, their course of study, their native area, their family and friends, the weather and what they did at the weekend.  They will also be able to understand native Irish speakers who conduct conversations based on these topics as well as use the various different resources available to language learners at this level of learning.  Learners will also be encouraged to be aware of the different strategies they use while learning the Irish language and the learning difficulties, if any, they might have throughout the process.

Prerequisites: none 

Approach to learning and teaching: The course is extremely interactive with learners engaging in group work and oral tasks in every class.  Students are encouraged to listen to the cd which is part of the course pack as often as possible to improve listening skills and to acquire a more accurate pronunciation.  Extra tasks are made available for the learners in the virtual learning environment, Blackbord.  All content complies with the requirements of level A2 of the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages.  An immersion weekend is also organised for the learners in which they will stay with a host family and attend informal oral Irish classes in the Gaeltacht area of An Cheathrú Rua. 

Languages of instruction: Irish and English 

Assessment and examination: End-of-semester exams: Oral Exam (70%), Aural Exam (30%)
Core texts: Course Handbook (Cúrsa Gaeilge do Mhic Léinn ón Iasacht / Irish Language Course for Visiting Students) & cds.
GDT103.2 Irish for Beginners II: Reading & Writing
Lecturers: Highly qualified language teachers in Acadamh na hOllscolaíochta Gaeilge.
Course Description: This intensive course is specifically aimed at students with little or no previous knowledge of Irish.  Learners will focus on the skills of reading and writing as part of the Irish language learning process and they will actively use these skills in class while exchanging written information, while reading simple texts and writing short notes, emails and postcards based on the vocabulary they will learn and the useful phrases they will accumulate in class.

At the end of the course, students will be able to write short notes, simple accounts and basic emails based on the following themes: family and friends, hobbies, university subjects, native place, the weather, part-time work and what they did at the weekend.  They will also be able to differentiate between some basic tenses and will be tested grammatically in the end-of-semester exam.  Learners will be able to read and understand short texts based on the various themes covered in class.

Prerequisites: none 

Approach to learning and teaching: The course is extremely interactive with learners engaging in group work in every class.  Class are conducted in an informal nature and students are encouraged to ask as many questions as possible.  Extra written tasks are made available for the learners in the virtual learning environment, Blackbord. All content complies with the requirements of level A2 of the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages. 

Languages of instruction: Irish and English 

Assessment and examination: End-of-semester exams: Written Exam (60%), Reading Task & Questions (30%), 5 continuous assessment tasks (10%)
Core texts: Course Handbook (Cúrsa Gaeilge do Mhic Léinn ón Iasacht / Irish Language Course for Visiting Students) & cds.
Appendix 1: CONTACTS 
Acadamh na hOllscolaíochta Gaeilge, Áras na Gaeilge, National University of Ireland, Galway
Administrative Queries: Peigí Ní Oibicín 

Room 103 

Tel: 091 493616

E-mail: peigi.nioibicin@oegaillimh.ie
For further details, please check our Departmental website www.acadamh.ie 
